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DESCRIPTION OF TRIP:

My trawvels took me to-Austriav for 3 weeks over the sunmumner stoying o two-fawrms. It was on the plane out
there that I thought how was I going to-get onv unable to- speak hawrdly a word of German? Once I landed
at Vienwnow aivport, I was met by the daughter and her husband, who-both spoke good English; so-
conmmunication was not a problem.

The first form where I stayed was in the arable areo of the country just outside Vienna. The forming
enterprise consisted of 20 hectuwes of awable land, 5 hav vineyowds and some fruit trees, quite o small
setup. The formhouse and buildings were located in the centre of the village withv sepowrate small fields all
avound the aweo. This awrangement was quite conunonw fowm setup, quite different to-the UK.

During my stoy I spent av couple of days invVienna, visited Czech Republic and went to-a few local shows. I
also-had the chance of going deer stalking, hunting for Roe. Although the father spoke no-English, 1
helped ov the form with the fruit and wine. We managed to-get along quite well with av lot of pointing
ond wawving.

The second pout of my trawvels took me to-the other end of Austrioy, av small village in Tirol, 1100 metres
above sea level inv the Alpy mowntain range. I travelled by train to- Innsbruck, and then took several buses
up into-the mouwntaing This was an excellent way of sightseeing and quite a populowr towrist areo.

The majority of the forms kept av davivy herd; however the average hevd size was 6 cows; kept in o lean-to-
next to-the house: The formv I stoyed at was very different to- surrounding forms; they kept free range hens;
150 pigs and were the only pig producers in the regiovw. They had a butchery, fowrm shop and even ov

biogas plant recycling local waste.

During my time in the mountoing I managed to-go-pavagliding, o great lifetime experience. The foumily
adso-took me to- o agricultwral show in Germany, but this turned out to-be a fowrmer’s afternoow
drinking sessiov stomping to-a brass boand.

From my trip I realised that although there
forming system is quite different, they still
foce the same problems; such as the CAP
reform. However the country seems quite
sectors. The government fully supporty this
technology with fowrmers being paid o
premiwuwn price for production.

The Awstrians were great hosty and av good
langh and it was good to- sample the food. It
s thanks to-the Discovery program that I
have been able to-visit the ‘real Austrioy, ov
true lifetime experience!
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