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Whew people think of av holiday of av lifetime
or anv unforgettable holiday, usually what
comes to- mind awe golder sandy beaches,
brilliant hospitality or evesw stunning
scenery. But what did I find out whewn I
awrived inv Novtherw Irelond? It had all of
these things plus the comforty of the good old
Englishy weather and no-tronslation bawriers.
What drew me to-a YFA exchange was that I
could trawel at such o low cost. Thig stowted
withy o flightt from Luton Airport to-Belfoust
International for only £45 retur.

So-of I trawelled to- Northerw Ireland my suitcase packed for every eventuality and o furwy
feeling of not knowing what to-expect. The flight was only 50 mirutes long so- it gave me
enough time to- get to-know the other Englishy exchangee onthe flight withv me. Her noume is
Helenw and she iy v member of Bedfordshirve YFC. I think that she was more nervous about the
trip thaw I was, because she told me it was the first time she had been onw holiday without her

fomily.

Whew I awrived at Belfast International Awport, I was met by Williawm Glew. Williauww iy thes
saume age as me and had similaw interests to- me and lived just nortivof a town called
Coleraine; which iy only avfew miles from the seaside resovt of Port Stewauwt. Williawm lived on hig
family form during the holiday and the rest of the time at Belfast University Studying a
degree v agricudiure.

The areaw awround Coleraine is very much like Leek withy moorland and dairy forms merging
into-each other. The time with the Glen family was brilliant, seeing all the culture awownd
Novtiv Couwnty Antrimy be it going to-the Giant’s Causeway, which was unbelievable to- see how
the rocks weve formed, the Bushv Mily Distillery and the history around it and also-going to-the
chuwrch service o Sundavy.

The nightlife invthe awrea was enjoyable; we went to-av nightclul- at Port Rush, which was called
Lush:. This nightclub-was pawt of o holiday complex at Port Rush, which resembles av little
Skegness.

I think the most glorious site I saw was at castle rock where we visited o maunsolewmn. The view
fromv here was breathv taking looking out over the golden beaches of the Antrim coastline.

Before I knew it, I was off to-YFC Ulster’s Nattonal AGM inv Newcaustle inv the county of County
Dowwn. This was av brillioant weekend wheve I saow new ways inv whichv AGM’s could be run. The



hotel where the conference was held was a beautiful lawge country house called The Slieves
Donawrd that was pauwt of Ulster’s national golf course: I think the people of Ulster are move
trusting of the YFC movement because I couldw't see anvyyone inv England letting the Young
Farmers stop invav hotel like this.

At the AGM onw Saturday evening was av brilliant night where I meet the host for my second
week invUlster. That evening; I sat down withvover 800 young fowrmers for avlovely dinner where
I heawrd some of the best public speaking and, jokes ever. After the dinwner and dancing had
finished everybody stood up and toasted good health to-the Queen and sung the National
anthem. This showed that the main religion of YFC i Protestant showing that they awe loyal to-

the Englishv government.

Sunday afternoow awrived and I met up withe Iomw Dundob, my host family for the second week
of the trip. Iawv drove me to-his home that was inv the small toww of Hillsborough in County
Dowwn. County Doww iy home to-Ulster’s Government house where such dignitories as Tony Blair
ond Bl Clintow stawy whewv visiting Novtherw Ireland.

The Dunlop family were very welcoming peoble who-live o av davivy fowrmu. Iowv i the youngest of
4 brothers and iy studying engineering at the local polytechnic. During my stay withvthe
Dunlop family I visited local daivy fowrms withy Iaw's brother Dowvid who-went round selling
Semen and A.I.ing cows for local daivy herds. This was a good way to-see local forming
practice and also-the countryside.

The Dunlop’s were able to- arrange a tour around Novtherw Irelands Agricultuwral Research
Institute. This was av brilliant place to-visit, I saw o 50 point rotary parlowr been fitted and
there was also-60 silage clamps that could hold from 50 to-200 tornwne of silage each. This was so-
they could try o number of different clamped silage’s and also- additives.

Other places that I visited were Hillsborough Castle and Cathedral, the streety and nmuwals of
Belfost, alocal folk night at a pul- called Wee Mines and not forgetting the nightlife of Belfust.

My trip to-Ulster was v brilliant experience; wherve I found out how welcoming the people of
Novtherw Ireland are. Evenw with the trouble that has gone ovw in this area the people of Ulster
bear no-grudges and always have o smile on their faces. I would like as v last note to-thank
Young Farmers Ambassadors;, National YFC and YFC Ulster for giving me the chance to-go-ow
this towr and also-to- recomumend it to- oy other YFC member. These toursy awe o briilliant
opportunity I amv sure I will re -apply to-go-onw another towr. I hope that my report will give yow
the inspiration to-apply to-YFA to-go-onthese journeys of av lifetume:

Bryce Mackellow







