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NEWSLETTER

CHAIRMAN'S OPENING REMARKS

| hope you are all well. | hate to say it, but the weather is not getting any better down here in
West Wales! The combining, silage and reseeding have not yet been done, and in East
Anglia the showers have stopped straw baling. Let’s hope things cheer up a bit soon!

Once again we had an excellent Reception during the Royal Welsh Show, meeting incoming
and outgoing exchangees. Making contact with YFC is also extremely important to explain
what the YFA aims and objectives are. | think that it’s important to stay in touch with YFC
members to keep fresh people coming

through to YFA. .

Many thanks to Huw, Angharad and the

team for organising the reception. If you

are at the Show next year, the Welsh '\ -
members would be glad to see you.

The 2010 Reunion is just around the
corner and will be a fantastic weekend
with the Scots always giving a very warm
welcome. So if you have time, please try
to come. | look forward to seeing all my
old friends and meeting some new ones.
So, see you there.

Angharad Heather Griffiths Cowan, born
28" June, weighing 8lbs, 130z. Sister to
Harri. Parents James and Sarah.
LLongyfarchiadau, Many Congratulations

James Cowan
J.cow@live.co.uk
07885 576926



NEWYDDION - NEWS

It is with great sadness that we report the death of James Thomas,
who travelled to the USA in 1954, and was one of the founding
members of YFA. Our condolences to Ann and the family.

We are also sad to report the untimely death of Haydn Jones
(Morlogws), who visited Israel in 1960, and was a well known
member of YFA. Our condolences to Mair and the family.

Ein cydymdeimlad dwysaf a’r ddau deulu.

- Many congratulations to James Paice, MP for South East Cambridgeshire (Germany
1972) on his appointment as Minister of State for Agriculture and Food in the new
Coalition Government after being Shadow Secretary of State for Agriculture and
Rural Affairs since September 2004.

Recently married were Peggy
Michell (Rally, Kenya and
Venezuela) and Rob Amos. Both are
regular attendees at the YFA
Reunion and European Conferences.
Peggy wishes to thank all from YFA

| for their best wishes and she reports
. that they are not looking for divorce
lawyers yet !!!
(although that
message was
received over three
- weeks ago. Ed !!).
- Congratulations to

: 'ﬁéﬁ celebrate with a wee

R 1o in Aviemore.
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Congratulations and best wishes also to Kate Cross (Germany & Rally),
who recently got married and is living with new hubby in Herefordshire. Kate
has also recently been made Product Manager at Dairyco.



Receiving the traditional
rural guard of honour at
their recent wedding are

and Kate
Woodcock.
Bryce is past Chair of .
NFYFC, and Kate is a member
of Ashley YFC in
Staffordshire. She is past
Secretary, Rally
Secretary and Club Leader,
and played a very big part in
getting Ashley YFC going
after several years.
Congratulations and best wishes.

Getting married soon are 2 members of YFA.
Diana Haimes (Russia 1991), past YFA Secretary and Secretary of the England
Reunion 2001 will be marrying John Wright on the 24™ September.
And Simon Evans (Rally 2000) is soon to tie the knot to Catherine. Pob dymuniad
da i'r ddau ohonoch.

Good luck to you all, and all others getting married this year.

Llongyfarchiadau.
Many congratulations to
, who

recently got married to
Charlene Davies.

They are both members of Dyffryn Cothi YFC,
Carmarthenshire.

Pob lwc a dymuniad da i'r dyfodol.




Joan Green in Zambia

On Friday 30th July I, Joan Green (Israel 70, Finland 72), returned from a trip to
Zambia with the Nottinghamshire Police Aid Convoys. 20 of us from
Nottinghamshire were there for almost 3 weeks. We visited lots of projects; some
that had already received aid in the past 2 or 3 years from our Charity, but we also
visited schools, clinics, hospitals and orphanages collecting 'Wish Lists'. Many of
the things they need are very basic and things we take for granted. We are setting
up collections of 'Basic Buckets'- a bucket with a lid, filled with basic school items,
pens, pencils, crayons etc. The bucket can then be used for drinking water for the
children, to save them walking long distances for a drink. Some buckets would be
used to hold water for them to wash their hands after going to the toilet!!

Reading books and sports items are also needed. At one school | visited we taught
the children to play a simple game of cricket. The hardest part was getting the
stumps into the hard ground!

Another project is 'Crocs for Kids' - shoes, flip-flops, sandals, crocs etc so that the
children can go to school all year. The ground is so hot some of the younger
children have to be carried or they don't go to school.

We were off-roading most of the time over very long distances and saw many wild
animals in their natural surroundings. We were mock charged twice by elephants,
went tracking rhino and saw 4 of the ‘Big 5’ in that area.

Our last 3 days were spent in Livingstone, visiting the Victoria Falls, where the
youngest of the group did a bungee jump. We met Robson Green, who was on
holiday with his family, and did a helicopter ride over the falls.

We all pay our own way and to see the smiles of appreciation make it all worthwhile
and we come back wanting to do far more. We met Dr Kenneth Kaunda twice
during the visit, as our charity is linked with his Foundation. Some of us had already
met him here in England last year. He opened a Cerebral Palsy Clinic which is
being built and which we are helping to furnish with relevant equipment as there are
lots of children with C.P, but they still need to raise money to complete the clinic.

Best wishes,
Joan

KEAEXEEAAXKAAAAAAIAAAXAEAAAAAAAXAAAAAAXAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAXAAAkhAhhhArxhkkhhhkhihhikiiikix

‘G’day’ to Dan Halliday (Rally 04), who has just been
appointed CNH Product Manager for Precision Farming for
Australia and New Zealand. He will be based in Sydney, so
will not be able to attend the YFA Reunion in the next few
years. The sacrifices some of us are willing to make !!
‘Good on ya Mate’.




-
#

. $ % Amy Cox, nee Matthews,
(Rally 2003) & % #

s
-
~

After 16 years, 1'"1 s stepping down
as secretary to the Monmouthshire Show after this year’'s show.
She is hoping to spend lots of time with the twin girls son Mark and his
wife Debby are expecting in October. All the best to you.

# 0§ ¥ § & & 8 (

The ) *+ , & $§ inWales will be held at the St David's Park Hotel, Ewloe, Nr
Chester from the 28™ to the 31 of October. If you'd like to be a part of the
organising committee, the next meeting will be held at the hotel on the 12 of
September 2010. For further details, please contact the secretaries, Huw and

Angharad on 01974 202439 or dfw@aber.ac.uk.
Edrychwn ymlaen at gael eich cwmni.

The warmest possible welcome awaits us all at the

2010 YFA Reunion,

which is to be held at the Hilton Coylumbridge Hotel,
Aviemore, Scotland from Friday the 29th of October to Monday the
1% of November 2010. Further details and a Booking Form are
enclosed with this Newsletter. If you've never been to a Reunion,
make it a promise to yourself to get to one in the next couple of
years. They are great value, and you will not regret it !!!

Many congratulations to two prominent people in YFA circles for being re appointed
as Vice Presidents of NFYFC for 2010/11. Joan Green (Israel 70, Finland 72), is
NFYFC Vice President for East Midlands area, and David Heminsley (who is in
charge of the England and Wales YFA website) has been re-elected as NFYFC Vice
President for West Midlands area. Congratulations to you both.




N BERS QUETIONNAIRE 200

Thank you to the small number of members who completed the Questionnaire which was
sent out with the last Newsletter. Congratulations to Jane Brereton, (Norway 1980) the
lucky winner of the England and Wales YFA Committee discount of £50 off the cost of the
2010 or 2011 YFA Reunion. We'll be in touch soon

When asked ‘What is the most important reason for you being a member of YFA’, an
encouraging 26 of the 31 members who replied said that ‘Contributing membership fees to
the running of the YFC International Exchange Programme’ was the most or second most
important reason.

Of the 13 respondents that are recent Reunion attendees, 9 thought that a ‘Full board
weekend at a reasonable price’ was the most (or joint most) important feature of a
Reunion. Four thought that ‘the chance to socialise with old friends and to make new ones’
was very important.

Twenty two respondents would be happy to attend local YFA events, whilst 11 would be
happy to arrange local events, so if anyone fancies arranging something, let me know, and
I'll publicise it in a future Newsletter.

Comments were received about the lack of news from English members. Only you can
help with the lack of news from England, so please let me know about any news that is
happening in your life.

Rhiannon Dafydd (past E & W Treasurer and ‘well
travelled’ exchangee) presenting the 2010 England and
Wales YFA contribution of £3,200 to the running of the
Discovery Programme to the President of NFYFC,
Lionel Hill, MBE at the NFYFC AGM in Torquay in
April.

Rhiannon also presented the YFA Trophy to the 2009
England European Rally Team for their Powerpoint
presentation.

In the picture are (I tor),
Rhiannon, Steve Hill, Jenni
Thompson and Christine
Hope (Leader). Not in the
photo are team members Faye
Clayton and Craig Hall.




Yorkshire Lass to Cowgirl on YFC Exchange

After a 7hr flight to Toronto, Canada, | was embarking on a 3-month trip of a lifetime with
the YFC Discovery Programme. Seven other exchange delegates from Australia,
Switzerland, Germany, Scotland and Ireland joined me. All of us were just as anxious and
nervous after leaving family and friends, none of us quite knew what to expect.

“Chuck your bags in the trunk we’re off to a buck and doe”

The President of Canadian Junior Farmers was getting married; to raise money for the
wedding he was holding a ‘buck & doe’ party and the exchange delegates where invited!
This was my first taste of Canadian life — cowboy boots, Country music, 2-step dancing,
true ‘red-necks’, and a car park filled with monster trucks! Everyone wanted to talk to us
and find out what life was like in our home countries.

JFAO (Junior Farmers Association of Ontario) is the YFC equivalent in Ontario; however
they only have 400 members and meet monthly. Over the 3-months, we were to travel the
province of Ontario staying in a different county each week.

Farming in Canada was so different from my
expectations of large rolling prairies and
innovative farming methods. Instead, most of
the farms were on 100 acre plots, and with an
extremely successful dairy quota system run by
the government. A 3-generation family could
., easily survive on the income from 50-100 dairy
. cows. The Canadians have some of the best
dairy genetics in the World and they are
~ extremely proud of this accolade.

We visited a vast array of farms varying from
apple orchards, ginseng, tobacco, and
vegetable growers, maple syrup farms and

- : livestock farms. Canadian farmers are under the
same mcreasmg pressure to improve farming methods and become eco-friendly. One
brand new dairy farm was a particular highlight of my trip. ‘Stanton’s’ had brand new
facilities to milk 2000 dairy cows 3-times a day whilst running at zero carbon footprint.
This was achieved by converting methane into electricity, using some excess energy to put
back into the national grid and mixing the solid waste manure with shavings to use as
bedding.

After our first 6 weeks of touring we were given a break! All of the delegates decided to fly
‘Out West’ and | hired a car and toured the Canadian Rockies. We also spent a few days
as Cowgirls at the World-renowned Calgary Stampede. In true young farmer style we
found ourselves mostly in the beer tent!!

The second half of the tour was just as amazing, white water rafting, kayaking, flying
planes, night fishing, mud volleyball, water skiing on the lakes, camping, having evenings
at the drive-in movies and touring other magnificent landmarks such as Niagara Falls.

The three months flew by, and | made some lifelong friends from around the World. |
certainly had the trip of a lifetime that will never be forgotten, Thank you YFC!!

Angela Kirkwood, Brandesburton YFC, East Riding
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Thanks to all of you who have contributed articles, news and photos to
the Autumn 2010 YFA Newsletter.

If you have any news that you think might be of interest to your fellow
YFA members, or have any ideas on how to improve your Newsletter,
please contact me, Huw Williams, Ael y Bryn, Llanon, Aberystwyth,
SY23 SHX, dfw@aber.ac.uk, 01974 202439



